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GORDON INQUIRY, ADDITIONAL CHILD PROTECTION WORKERS 

476. Hon BARBARA SCOTT to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for 
Community Development, Women’s Interests, Seniors and Youth:  

The Government’s response to the Gordon inquiry has recommended 25 additional child protection worker 
positions with 15 in regional areas and 10 presumably in the metropolitan area.  

(1) When will these 25 additional workers commence duties?  

(2) Will any of these workers be drawn from existing areas; for example, the Child Care Licensing Board?  

(3) With 10 extra child protection workers in the metropolitan area, what will be the expected caseload for 
each of the staff?  

(4) Is the Government confident that all allegations of child abuse and neglect will be pursued?  

(5) What new money will be directed to early intervention and prevention programs?  

(6) Will the 10 new coordinators of strong families be working with families or will they be coordinating 
new schemes?  

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

(1) Ten positions will be advertised by mid January, and appointments will occur in accordance with the 
public sector recruitment and selection standards.  Fifteen positions will be advertised in mid 2003.  

(2) No.  

(3) Caseload numbers vary, depending on the number of child protection reports made in any one week and 
cases requiring intervention.  It is important to note that the number of cases is not necessarily an 
appropriate measure of the workload; for example, one case may have five children in the case family 
and another may have only one.  Currently a joint workload assessment project is under way involving 
the Department for Community Development, the Community and Public Sector Union and the Civil 
Service Association.  

(4) The Government expects timely responses to children identified as abused or significantly at risk of 
abuse and/or neglect.  

(5) All new money allocated under the Government’s comprehensive action plan is part of the bigger 
picture to prevent child abuse and family violence in Aboriginal communities.  I refer the member to 
the Premier’s comprehensive press release on 3 December 2002, outlining new initiatives which are 
directed to early intervention and prevention programs.  

Hon Barbara Scott:  What about specifics?  

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  I am giving the honourable member the answer provided by the minister.  

(6) These coordinators will ensure different departments work together with families to provide integrated 
and prioritised services to achieve the best outcomes for families in new geographical locations.  

 


